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§601.110

into account the size and complexity of
the claim, the adequacy of the sup-
plier’s supporting data, and any other
relevant factors.

(7) Wording of decisions. The con-
tracting officer’s final decision must
contain the following paragraph: ‘“This
is the final decision of the contracting
officer pursuant to the Contract Dis-
putes Act of 1978 and the clause of your
contract entitled Claims and Disputes.
You may appeal this decision to the
Postal Service Board of Contract Ap-
peals by mailing or otherwise fur-
nishing written notice (preferably in
triplicate) to the contracting officer
within ninety days from the date you
receive this decision. The notice should
identify the contract by number, ref-
erence this decision, and indicate that
an appeal is intended. Alternatively,
you may bring an action directly in the
United States Court of Federal Claims
within twelve months from the date
you receive this decision.”

(8) Additional wording for decisions of
350,000 or less. When the claim or claims
denied total $50,000 or less, the con-
tracting officer must add the following
to the paragraph: ‘“‘In taking an appeal
to the Board of Contract Appeals, you
may include in your notice of appeal an
election to proceed under the Board’s
small claims (expedited) procedure,
which provides for a decision within
approximately 120 days, or an election
to proceed under the Board’s acceler-
ated procedure, which provides for a
decision within approximately 180
days. If you do not make an election in
the notice of appeal, you may do so by
written notice anytime thereafter.”

(9) Additional wording for decisions
over $50,000 up to $100,000. When the
claim or claims denied total $100,000 or
less, but more than $50,000, the con-
tracting officer must add the following
to the paragraph: ‘“‘In taking an appeal
to the Board of Contract Appeals, you
may include in your notice of appeal an
election to proceed under the Board’s
accelerated procedure, which provides
for a decision within approximately 180
days. If you do not make an election in
the notice of appeal, you may do so by
written notice anytime thereafter.”

(10) Information and resources. Con-
tracting officers must have sufficient
information available at the time a
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final decision is issued on a claim so
resolution of an appeal within the pe-
riod set for an expedited disposition
will not be delayed. Once an appeal is
docketed, and expedited disposition is
elected, contracting officers must de-
vote sufficient resources to the appeal
to ensure the schedule for resolution is
met. Nothing in this part precludes an
effort by the parties to settle a con-
troversy after an appeal has been filed,
although such efforts to settle the con-
troversy will not suspend processing
the appeal, unless the Board of Con-
tract Appeals so directs.

§601.110 Payment of claims.

Any claim amount determined in a
final decision to be payable, less any
portion previously paid, should be
promptly paid to the supplier without
prejudice to either party in the event
of appeal or action on the claim. In the
absence of appeal by the Postal Serv-
ice, a board or court decision favorable
in whole or in part to the supplier must
be implemented promptly. In cases
when only the question of entitlement
has been decided and the matter of
amount has been remanded to the par-
ties for negotiation, a final decision of
the contracting officer must be issued
if agreement is not reached promptly.

§601.111 Interest on claim amounts.

Interest on the amount found due on
the supplier’s claim must be paid from
the date the contracting officer re-
ceived the claim (properly certified, if
required) or from the date payment
would otherwise be due, if that date is
later, until the date of payment. Sim-
ple interest will be paid at the rate es-
tablished by the Secretary of the
Treasury for each 6-month period in
which the claim is pending. Informa-
tion on the rate at which interest is
payable is announced periodically in
the Postal Bulletin.

§601.112 Review of adverse decisions.

Any party may seek review of an ad-
verse decision of the Board of Contract
Appeals in the Court of Appeals for the
Federal Circuit or in any other appro-
priate forum.
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